
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE DUBLIN PENNY JOURNAL, 



335 



cet so well as in the former part of the year ; in short the ! 
inflammation is not, as in the sprin?, seated in that mem- 
brane which covers the lungs, and lines the cavity of tlie 
cliest, but it resides in the s'iibstance of the lani's them-- 
selves, or more commonly in the membrane which lines 
the organ of voice, or its' continuation the wind-pipe, the 
air-tubes and terminating air-cells of the lungs. Thus, it 
is seen, that the inflammatory diseases of autumn belLins 
cliiefly to the lungs, and we therefore meet with hoarseness, 
influenzas, and other sneezing colds, loss of voice, convul- 
sive coughs, and diseases which put on the appearance of 
croup ; whilst in spring, although cases of similar disease 
sometimes occur just as the spring-form of chest com- 
plaints is occasionally met with in autumn, the majority of 
cases, as we have before said, put on a very difl'erent ap- 
pearance. Of course more care is required to avoid these 
dangerous complaints than is necessary in the month of 
September, and the caution is more particularly appli- 
cable to the case of very old or very young subjects. The 
asthmas of old people are closely allied to the forms of 
chest complaint, of which we have spoken : and with re- 
gard to children, it is now that we meet with those hoarse 
influenza-like colds, which run through whole families 
without even permitting the elder branches to escape. — 
The adoption of much warmer clothing, aiid thus prevent- 
ing the skin from being too much and too suddenly chil- 
led, and the use of fire as soon as the mornings and even- 
ings become uncomfortably cold, form, perhaps, the best 
preservative against the attack of diseases, such as have 
been described above. 

But this is perhaps the time when our forefathers bled 
and took physic. The practice, although it is now much 
neglected, was assuredly beneficial to many persons ; yet 
as far as out experience has gone, it is more useful in 
spring when the body is braced up to its highest pitch of 
tone than at the fall of the year, when it may be consider- 
ed to be somewhat enervated by the relaxing effects of 
the jireceding hot weather, and the increase of innutritions 
food by which it was accompanied. On the whole, there- 
fore, violent evacuations are not to be recommended in 
autumn. 



good, bad, and inditTerent styles. If it were done witn 
spirit, humour, and trood sense, it would certainly prove 
more amusing as well as instructive thrm cranioscopy or 
ninemonics. S'lVift has made the way easy by his polite 
conversation, and rendered one chapter tmneceisary — that 
on truisms, vulgarisms, and cant phrases. 



AMUSEMENT AT PARTIES. 

Music is a very delightful thing, but at large parties it 
.a seldom enjoyed— it is, however, the order of the day. — 
Certain it is, that of the great overpowering number of 
persons collected to listen to it, there is not one in twenty 
qualified to judge even of vocal, much less of instrumental 
music J indeed a lesson of the finest composer played with 
exquisite taste and execution,! have often found the gene- 
ral dechainment of tongues — even those who were silent 
before talked then, by the same sort of secret sympathy 
which swells the notes of the canary bird in his cage, to 
overpower the conversation — a circle is formed round the 
instrument, talking a qui mieux mitux. Large parties 
would prove more pleasant if the sphere of amusement 
were enlarged — ^there might be liberty to sit and converse. 
If reading was cultivated as an accomplishment, it might 
be made to contribute much to the entertainment — sJiort 
passages either humourous or pathetic. From the yawn- 
ing and stretching, as well as the opposite symptoms of 
restlessness and impatience displayed at parties, it would 
seem that we have not yet discovered the secret of com- 
bining engagement with pleasure, and of making the pas- 
sage of time imperceptible by a well devised succession of 
interesting amusement. 

In small circles conversation might, if rightly under- 
stQod and assiduouslv cultivated, be made the instrument 
of very superior gratification i but few persons possess that 
spring of mind which flows always abundantly^ and some- 
times to waste, with knowledge, temper, and discretion in 
the perfection essential to conversation j few combine the 
happy art of repressing themselves and of exciting others 
—of preserving harmony, and at the same time of excit- 
ing discussion — of keeping back disagreeable subjects and 
making the best selection of those mat are agreeable — 
and of sustaining pleasantry without stumbling into rude- 
ness and personality. Some ingenious woman (for they 
kaow more of the matter than men) could write a trea- 
tise tipon tM) .subject, an4 give lively instaac€» of the 



SY.N0X03iy. 

It is essentiid to the thorough knowledge of our lan- 
guage, to be able to distinguish accurately between words 
generally considered synonymuus ;— upon this, strengtli, 
perspicuity, and elegance oY style, male.-ially depend; and 
what follows {which has been chiefly suiEcsted by the 
Abbe Girards celebrated Synonymes' Francois) is piven 
in the hope of exciting some of our correspondents to 
join with us in the endeavour to fix the true signifi- 
cations of words, and their appropriate application. 

SELF-SBrnCIEUT, IMPORTANT, AE.BOGAKT. 

The se!f.su£ficient man goes a step beyond the self- 
possessed, and is, consequently, more apt to fall into error 
— his judgment may be strong, but is seldom well-regula- 
ted, and is generally dashed with vanity. The '^important 
man superadds somewhat of pride to an over-weening 
estimate of his own powers, and is something like gold- 
lace upon an old fashioned scarlet waistcoat. The arro- 
gant man has almost always some spice of badness of 
heart in his disposition, which betrays itself in the des- 
potism of his opinions. We avoid the self-sufBcicnt, 
laugh at the important, end detest the arrogant. The 
first are found, in considerable abundance, in the profes- 
sions called liljeral, the second in public oiBces, and the 
third amongst the race of minute philosophers, of tha 
Scotch school particularly, who moot inconceivable 
points, of which I shall give one specimen, mote for the 
salie of recording Dr. Johnsons opinion, than of stating 
the subject matter of discussion, which was no less im- 
portant an inquiry, than whether so many human crea- 
tures would now be on the face of the earth, if existence, 
instead of being imposed upon them, had been at their 
option. Much of this, Johnson, in reply to one of these 
sages, said, would depend upon the place of birth, and 
that he believed if that spot were Scotland, the option 
would be easily decided, and the ranks of the hamaa 
race thinned beyond all possible computation. 

TO IMITATE — TO COm. 

The first is generally a mark of quickness of mind, the 
second of barrenness — imitation is employed upon useful 
subjects; copying on comparatively trifling ones. We 
may imitate a man's virtues, or his style, or his polite- 
ness ; but we copy his foibles, the eccentricities of his 
manner, or the peculiarities of his dress {--imitation ter- 
minates often in improvement, copying in still inferior 
mediocrity, and places tlie individual in the abject class 
of mimics, nine in ten of whom go out of themselves, 
without going into other people. On the stage, except 
Garrick, no mimic ever was a good actor, upon this very 
principle; for the intelligent performer endeavours to 
imitate general nature, and not to copy her in detail, 
Garrick sought in Bedl.iiu for many of his traits in Lear, 
and Foote abused the hospitality of a Welsh gentleman's 
family, to glean the absurdities of Cadwalader. This 
mark's the minds of the two men, and kept Foote in tlie 
trammels of bufibonery, though he had received a liberal 
education, while Garri'ck reached the summit of his pro- 
fession, and was an ornament to it. — The Chinese are 
servile copyists, and are behind every other nation in 
proficiency in art and science. The savages of Botany 
Bay are most expert mimics, yet the greatest, savages on 
the face of the earth, without religion, laws, or even the 
vestige of social institution. 

EE3EMBLANCE — CONrOEMXY^ 

These are terms which designate the existence of the 
same qualities in different subjects, but the first refers 
chiefly to corporeal cpiawlences, the latter to intellec- 
tual—there is a resembiance between features, and a 
conformity between minds, 

IKEalTAHiy— WsrABlIY. 

These terms denote a difterence, the first in quantity. 
mi the second in quality, There is an inequality \k» 



